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and Admiral von Knorf took over the Executive Command, without bringing, however, any relaxation in the conflicts and chaos of these years. In December, 1895, the Command handed in a memorandum on the necessary naval construction; I was commanded by the Emperor to give my opinion on this scheme, which I did both in writing and by word of mouth during the New Year (1895-6).
II
Two lines of thought were emerging at that time: the tactical necessity for a battle fleet, if we were striving for sea-power and wanted to build ships to some purpose; and the political necessity of establishing a protecting navy for Germany's maritime interests which were growing at such an irresistible pace. The navy never seemed to me to be an end in itself, but always a function of these maritime interests. Without sea-power Germany's position in the world resembled a mollusc without a shell. The flag had to follow trade, as other older states had realized long before it began to dawn upon us. As The Fortnightly Review put it, both tersely and correctly, in 1893 : " Commerce either engenders a navy which is strong enough to protect it, or else it passes into the hands of foreign merchants, who already enjoy such protection/'
A certain freedom from care and misgiving, the predominance of internal economic and social matters, still obscured this necessity from the mass of the Ger-